28. GRAMMAR: The adverb (L 'adverbe): regular formation, 'fixed' adverbs;
difference between adjective and adverb.

Look at the following series of sentences (a) and (b):

(a) Marie n’est pas assez rapide pour attraper Le voleur.
Il est trés confortable, mon nouveau fauteuil !
Ses visites fréquentes au café Lui coutent les yeux de la téte.
Il refuse L’inviter chez Lui parce qu’elle n’est pas belle.

(b) Marie parle bien pour son dge.
ElLle court trop lentement pour attraper L’agresseur.
Il tousse beaucoup .
Elle s’est confortablement installée dans son nouveau fauteuil.
Il vite répondu au texto de sa femme.
Luc va souvent au café.

We saw earlier that adjectives either stand next to a noun (une belle fille) or
are used with a linking verb (such as étre) in sentences like 'elle est belle'.
The function of an adjective is to attribute a characteristic to an object or
person. You can find some examples in series (a) above.

In series (b), however, you can see that the underlined words do not function
to describe a characteristic of an object or person but rather to provide
information about a verb (Elle marche Lentement), an adjective (Elle est trés
belle), another adverb (Il fréquente assez souvent les cafés), or an entire
sentence (Franchement, je ne vous crois pas!). Words that fulfill this function
are called adverbs. Some examples:

(a) (with a verb)

ElLle court Lentement.
Elle dort bien.

Il va souvent au cafe.
Il est mort hier.

(b) (with an adjective)

- Elle est trés belle.
- Ils sont peu sirs d’eux -mémes.

(c) (with another adverb)

- Il roule trés/vraiment prudemment.




For simplicity, we can divide adverbs into two groups: adverbs that are derived
from adjectives and 'fixed adverbs,' that is, adverbs that are not derived from
an adjective.

(1) Derived adverbs

The numerous adverbs that end in « -ment » are generally derived from
adjectives according to fixed rules

(1) Usually, you can take the feminine form of the adjective and simply add «
-ment » to it 1:

(a) (masculine, singular) Llent
(feminine, singular) Llente — > (adverb) : Llentement

(b) doux - > douce » doucement

(c) heureux - heureuse - heureusement

(d) sec » seche » séchement
(2) If the adjective in the masculine singular ends with a vowel (-1, é, u),
you simply add « -ment ».

(a) poli - > poliment

(b) vrai » vraiment

(c) absolu - > absolument
(3) If the adjective ends in « -ent » or « -ant », you replace these endings
with « -emment » and « -amment », respectively :

(a) prudent - > prudemment

(b) suffisant - > suffisamment

- exceptions to this rule :

- précis - > précisément
- gentil - > gentiment

- profond - > profondément
- énorme - > énormément

- bref - > briévement




(2) The fixed adverbs or adverbs that are not derived from an adjective:

Since there is no regularity in this group of adverbs, you will need to
memorize them. To make this task a bit easier, we will categorize the adverbs
according to their meaning. An overview of some frequent adverbs and groups:

(1) Adverbs of time (adverbes de temps) :

- aujourd’hui (today)

- demain (tomorrow)

- hier (yesterday)

- souvent (often)

- de temps a autre (sometimes)

- parfois (sometimes)

- autrefois (in the past, once, ‘I used to go out with...’)
- toujours (always, still)

- maintenant (now)

(2) Adverbs of place (adverbes de Llieu)

- 1ci (here)

- La (there)

- devant (in front of)
- derriére (behind)

- dedans (inside)

- dehors (outside),..

(3) Adverbs of manner (adverbes de maniere)

- presque (almost)

- mieux (better)

- mal , bien (badly, well)

- plutét (rather)

- aussi (also)

a tort, a raison (wrongly, rightly)
a La va-vite (hastily, in a rush)

(4) Adverbs of negation (adverbes de négation)

- ne...pas / ne...plus / ne...jamais / ne...personne
- non / aucunement / jamais / rien...

(5) Interrogative adverbs (adverbes interrogatifs) :

- pourquoi (why), comment (how), combien (how much)
- ou (where), quand (when) ,...

(6) Logical adverbs or conjunction adverbs (adverbes de Liaison et de
relation logique) :

- par contre, au contraire, par conséquent, alors, donc, ensuite,
- toutefois, cependant, enfin, finalement,.. [See Lexogoth]




(7) Adverbs of quantity (adverbes de quantité) :

- beaucoup, peu, trop , autant, davantage, approximativement,
- suffisamment, complétement, ...

Notes

(1) Do not confuse the adverbs tres and beaucoup! The adverb beaucoup always comes with a verb,
for example: Il a beaucoup ri / Elle a beaucoup mangé /.. The adverb trés comes with and
adjective (elle est trés belle and not *elle est beauceup belle.) or an adverb (il a trés froid

and not *il a beaueoup froid) .
(2) Note that vite (quickly) is an adverb and is (almost) never used as an adjective. If you
want to say that someone is fast, use the adjective rapide.

(1) IL court vite / rapidement.

(2) il est rapide

(3) It is impossible to specify the usage of every adverb here; for a detailed overview of their
use, we refer to the example sentences in Lexogoth.




