
19. GRAMMAR: Possessive Adjectives and Pronouns 

1. The difference between pronouns and adjectives 

Carefully read the sentences below and pay attention to the words in 
bold. 

- Je vais bientôt vendre ma voiture et acheter une autre ! 
  [I will soon sell my car and buy another one. ]

- Pourquoi tu vas vendre ta voiture ? 
  [Why are you going to sell your car? ]

- Elle tombe en panne à tout bout de champ. 
  [It breaks down at the most inconvenient times.]

- Tu sais, mon père va vendre sa voiture de deux ans. 
  [Well, my father is selling his car. ]

- Tu ne veux pas acheter la sienne ? 
  [Don't you want to buy his? ]

The bolded words are called les possessifs in French, and we use these 
words to refer to the owner. Before we go further into this, you must 
understand the difference between a pronoun (pronom) and an adjective 
(adjectif). 

An adjective is a word that you almost always find just before or just 
after a noun. Furthermore, it takes the gender (masculine/feminine) and 
number (singular/plural) of the noun it describes. The underlined words 
in the following sentences are considered adjectives: 

  (a) une nouvelle voiture / votre thé / ses parents /   son   vélo / une
      nouvelle percutante /…

The bolded (and underlined) words above are called possessive adjectives 
(les adjectifs possessifs): in the phrase "son vélo," we see that the 
possessive adjective (son) is in the masculine singular form because 
"vélo" is a masculine word in the singular. 



Pronouns are small words used to (usually) replace a noun in order to 
avoid annoying repetitions. Read the following sentences: 

- Cette femme a le même âge que moi – > Elle a le même âge que moi.
                                        [Zij heeft dezelfde…]

- Il connaît bien ce médecin. – > Il le connaît bien.
                                 [ Hij kent hem goed.]

-Elle veut vendre sa voiture. – > Elle veut vendre la sienne. 
                                  [Ze wil de hare verkopen]

You can see that in each case, we replaced the underlined noun from the 
first sentence with a pronoun in the second sentence, and just like the 
adjective, this pronoun takes on all the characteristics (gender and 
number) of the noun it replaces. 

2. Possessive adjectives

First, we will look at the possessive adjectives (adjectifs 
possessifs) :

Les adjectifs possessifs

Singulier Pluriel

Masculin Féminin Masculin + Féminin

mon père [my father]
ton père [your father]
son père [his/her vader]
.
notre père [our father]
votre père [your father]
leur père [their father]

ma mère [my mother]
ta mère [your mother]
sa mère [his/her mother]
.
notre mère [our mother] 
votre mère [your mother]
leur mère [their mother]

mes parents [my parents]
tes parents [your parents]
ses parents [his/her parents]
.
nos parents [our parents]
vos parents [your parents]
leurs parents [their parents]

Notes : 

(1) As you remember, the pronoun "on" can have 2 meanings: "we" or "one" 
(everyone), and this gives a different possessive adjective each time: 

  - On prend notre vélo pour aller au ciné ?
    [Shall we take our bike...? ]

  - On doit porter son masque si on ne veut pas attraper le coronavirus
    [One must put on his mask... ]

(2) In English, the possessive adjective reflects the gender of the 
owner, but in French, the gender of the owner is never shown because the 
possessive adjective takes the gender of the noun it is associated with. 



This can sometimes lead to misunderstandings. Look at the following 
English sentences and their French translations: 

   - She takes her bike / her car to ... 
     --- > Elle prend son vélo / sa voiture pour …

   - He takes his bike / his car to ... 
     ----- > Il prend son vélo / sa voiture pour …

The example above shows that the gender of the owner is never expressed 
in French! 

(3) If "ma," "sa," or "ta" stand in front of a feminine word that begins 
with a vowel, these adjectives are replaced by "mon," "ton," "son":

     - ma amie / sa erreur / ta hésitation 
       - - - - - > mon amie / son erreur / ton hésitation

(4) If the owner is expressed as a noun, we use the preposition "de" to 
express the owner: 

    → la voiture de Luc / le sandwich de Marie …
 
    → le chat du voisin / la tour de la cathédrale / …

3. Possessive pronouns

Les pronoms possessifs

singulier pluriel

masculin féminin masculin féminin

le mien [mine]

le tien [yours]

le sien [his / hers]

le nôtre [our]

le vôtre [your]

le leur [theirs]

la mienne

la tienne

la sienne

la nôtre

la vôtre

la leur

les miens
 
les tiens

les siens

les nôtres 

les vôtres

les leurs

les miennes 

les tiennes 

les siennes

les nôtres 

les vôtres

les leurs


