
16. GRAMMAR: Negation (part 1) [la négation]; simple negation with "ne 
pas", "ne plus", "ne rien", "ne jamais" 

In this chapter, we will learn how to correctly construct a negative sentence.

Carefully review the following English sentences with their corresponding 
French translations:

- I am not going to the cinema.

- Jan is not sick.

- He doesn't sing well.

- He doesn't eat apples.

Ontkenning met « ne pas » :

-Je ne vais pas au cinéma.
        |__> verb !
- Jean n’ est pas malade .
          |_>verb
- Il ne chante pas bien .
         |__>verb
- Il ne mange pas de pommes. 
         |__>verb

As you can see above, negation in French consists of 2 elements (ne and pas). 
You also see above that the word ne is placed before the verb, while pas comes 
directly after the (conjugated) verb.

Negation with "ne pas" is one of the many forms of negation in French. The main 
other negations are "ne rien", "ne personne", "ne jamais". They behave in terms 
of placement in the sentence in largely the same way as "ne pas" and also 
consist of two parts. Below is a small overview of these basic negations: 

- He doesn't go to the cinema anymore.
- He never goes to the cinema.
- He knows no one here.

- il ne va plus au cinéma.
- il ne va jamais au cinéma.
- il ne connaît personne ici.


