15. GRAMMAR : The numbers [les nombres]; the cardinal numbers (les
nombres cardinaux) and the ordinal numbers (les nombres ordinaux)

This section deals with numbers in French. Just like in English, there is a
distinction between cardinal numbers (nombres cardinaux) and ordinal numbers
(nombres ordinaux):

Nombres cardinaux Nombres ordinaux

(= numbers used for counting ) (= numbers used for ordering )
un, deux, trois, ... premier, deuxiéeme, troisiéme,
[one, two, three,...] [first, second, third, ...]

- The cardinal numbers are used to count objects/people:
» I drank two bottles of beer. / She saw four suspects /...

-Ordinal numbers are used to establish a ranking or order in a series of
objects/people:
-» She finished second / I read the third book /...

Les nombres cardinaux (nombres cardinaux)?

0 zéro®

1 un 11 onze

2 deux 12 douze

3 trois 13 treize

4 quatre 14 quatorze

5 cing 15 quinze

6 six 16 seize

7 sept 17 dix-sept

8 huit 18 dix-huit

9 neuf 19 dix-neuf

10 dix

20 vingt, 21 vingt-et-un, 22 vingt-deux, 23 vingt-trois, ...
30 trente, 31 trente-et-un, 32 trente-deux, 33 trente-trois, ...

40 quarante, 41 qguanrante-et-un, 42 quanrante-deux,
50 cinquante, 51 cinquante-et-un, 52 cinquante-deux,
60 soixante, 61 soixante-et-un, 62 soixante-deux, ...

70 septantez, 71 septante-et-un, 72 septante-deux, ...

80 quantre-vingts’ , 81 quatre-vingt-un?, 82 quatre-vingt-deux,..
90 nonante? 91 nonante-et-un, 92 nonante-deux,
100 cent, 101 cent-un, 102 cent-deux,

200 deux-cents’ , 201 deux-cent-un, 202 deux-cent-deux,..

1000 mille

10 000 dix-mille

100 000 cent-mille

200 000 deux-cent-mille




1 090 000 un million®
10 000 000 dix millions

1 000 000 000 un milliard®
10 000 000 000 dix milliards

1. The 1990 spelling reform allows all compound numbers to be connected with a
hyphen ("-"). However, this rule does not apply directly before or after the
words milliard/million because these are considered as nouns.

2,4. In Belgian French, septante (70) and nonante (90) are exclusively used,
whereas in France, soixante-dix (70) and quatre-vingt-dix (90) are used. Make
sure to recognize these terms and use the correct ones for the appropriate
region, in other words, the Belgian forms septante / nonante in Belgium and
soixante-dix / quatre-vingt-dix in France.

3. No, we don’t say quatre-vingt-et-un, but quatre-vingt-un.

5,6. The words un million / un milliard are considered as nouns and are also
used in the plural when expressing a multiple of them: un million - deux
millions. Note : « un million DE passagers » but « deux cents passagers / trois
passants, ... »

7. When the words vingt and cent are in a multiple, they must be followed by an
"s": quatre-vingts / cinq cents. However, this rule is no longer valid when
another number follows: quatre-vingt-deux / trois-cent-trente-deux.

8. Note: Il a fait zéro faute; do not use plural forms after "zéro"!

- Some pronunciation rules

- For the numbers huit, cing, six, dix, we (usually) do not pronounce the
last letter if the following word starts with a consonant:

- > huit livres [ hui livre] ; six biéres [si biéere] ; dix cocas [di
coca], cing personnes [cin personne]

- If the following word starts with a vowel, we link the two words in
pronunciation (la liaison):

- > huit amis [huiTami] ; six / dix éléves [siZéleve]

- If neuf is followed by a word starting with a vowel, we pronounce the
II_FII as a "V":

- > neuf ans [neuVan] ; neuf livres [neuF livre]



Les nombres ordinaux (rangtelwoorden)

- premier 1lle » onzieme 21¢ » vingt-et-unieme
2% » deuxieéme 12¢ douzieme 30¢ > trentieme
3e » troisieme 13€ treizieme 40¢ > quarantieme
4% > quatrieme 14€ quatorzieme 50€ » cinquantiéme
5¢ » cinquiéme 15¢ quinziéme 60 - soixantieme
6% » sixieme 16€ seizieme 70 > septantieme
7¢ > septieme 17¢ dix-septiéme 80 quatre-vingtieéeme
8¢ » huitieme 18¢ dix-huitieme  9@¢ nonantiéme
9¢ > neuvieéme 19¢ dix-neuvieme 20 vingtieme
100° centieme 1000¢ millieme 1 000 000 millionieme

Note 1: Expressing fractions in French

We use these cardinal numbers to express fractions, except for:
- 1/2 un demi [one-half]
- 1/3 un tiers [one-third]
- 1/4 un quart [one-fourth]

And from 1/4 onwards, the fraction formation becomes regular:
- un cinquiéme, un sixiéme,.., un cinquantiéme,..

Note 2: The difference between "un an" (year) and "une année" (year)?
- We use "an" mainly after cardinal numbers:
- Il a quarante ans. / J’y vais deux fois par an.

- We use "année" to emphasize the duration of time, and we
primarily use this word with adjectives and ordinal numbers:

- Cette année a été une terrible année / C’est la deuxiéme
année que je vais en Italie

Note 3 : the basic (elementary) mathematical operations
- The names of the operations are
to add (addition): additionner A et B
to substract (substraction) : soustraire, 6ter A de B

to multiply (multiplication) : multiplier A par B
to divide (division) : diviser A par B
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- Reading calculations

- > 12 + 13 = 25 [douze plus treize égale 25 OF douze et
treize égale 25]

- > 13 - 12 = 1 [treize moins douze égale 1]

- >12 / 4 = 3 [douze divisé par quatre égale trois]

> 50 x 4 = 200 [cinquante multiplié par quatre égale deux
cents]




