14.

GRAMMAR : Giving commands with the imperative [1’impératif]

The imperative (French: impératif) is used to give a command, request,
suggestion or advice to someone:

- Donne- moi ce lLivre! [Give me that book! ]
- Parlez plus Llentement! [Speak slower! ]
- Ne buvons pas trop de bieéere! [Let’s not drink too much beer! ]

This mood has the characteristic that a subject pronoun (je, tu, 1il..) is
never used with this verb form. The formation is simple and almost
entirely follows the pattern of the 1indicatif présent:

(1)

(2)

(3)

The imperative has only 3 forms: the "tu," "vous,'

Note: The verbs étre, savoir, avoir are irregular:
» étre : sois, soyons, soyez [bv : Soyez prudents = Be careful]
-» avoir :aie, ayons, ayez [bv. Aile pitié = Have pity]

-» savoir: sache, sachons, sachez [bv. Sachez que vous vous trompez ]

and "nous" forms:

The "tu" form: You take the "tu" form of the 1indicatif présent,
and if the verb belongs to the "ER" group (like chanter), you drop
the "s":

-» Finis ton repas ! Mange tes Légumes ! Arréte de geindre ! Va
au magasin !

The "vous" form: You simply take the "vous" form of the indicatif
présent:

> Arrétez de me poser des questions ! Rendez- moi mon argent !

Note that the "vous" form is used as a polite form or as the
plural form.

The "nous" form: same story. Be careful with the translation into
English :

> Arrétons d’embéter nos profs ! - Let’s stop bothering our
teachers.




The imperative and the position of the pronouns:

- If the imperative does not contain a negation, a pronoun is placed
after the verb with a hyphen. Moreover, me / te change to moi / toi:

- Donne- moi ton livre.
Fais- Lle

Prenez-en.
Promene-to1i.

- If the imperative contains a negation, the pronouns keep their usual
position (before the verb):

- Ne me donne pas la solution. Ne le fais pas. Ne te proméne pas.

- If you take the imperative of a reflexive verb, don't forget the
reflexive pronoun! The verb se dépécher gives:

-» dépéche-toi, dépéchons-nous, ne te dépéche pas




