13. GRAMMAR: Stressed pronouns [les pronoms toniques]

In certain cases, you are not allowed to use the subject pronouns (je, tu, il,..) in
French, but must instead use one of the stressed pronouns. Suppose someone asks the
following question:

(1) Qui a cassé ce vase ?
Then you may not simply answer "je," but must use a stressed pronoun, and in this case,

that is "moi."

These are the stressed pronouns

moi (me / I (did) )
toi (you)

lui (him / he (did))
elle (she / she (did)))

nous (we)
vous (you)

eux (them / they (did), masculine
plural)

elles (them / they (did), feminine
plural)

When do we use this pronoun?

(1) When you use a pronoun on its own, meaning when the pronoun is the entire
sentence:

- Qui a trompé sa petite amie ? Lui !
- Qui veut manger une pizza ? Moi !

(2) In many cases, you also use a stressed pronoun after a preposition. Be careful,
because after the prepositions a / de, this is usually not the case:

- Elle est partie sans lui. [ze 1s zonder hem vertrokken]
- Elle habite chez moi. [ Ze woont bij mij]
- Qui veut s’assoir/asseoir a cété de toi ?

(3) You often encounter the stressed pronoun in short answers, where it is then
reinforced by non plus or aussi:

- Vous étes seul ? Moi aussi. [...Me too]
- Elle n’a pas raison et toi non plus. [She's not right, and neither are you.]

(4) The stressed pronoun is also used to emphasize a contrast or opposition:

- Tous mes amis sont des alcoolos. Moi, je ne bois jamais.
- Il est grand fan de Xi Jinping. Moi, je suils contre.



