
11. GRAMMAR: -IR, -RE, and -OIR verbs in the present tense: the three 
basic models of -IR (-ouvrir, -partir, -finir), the three models of -RE 
(-connaître, -répondre, -craindre), the model of -OIR (-recevoir). 

In part 7, we looked at verbs ending in -ER and learned how to conjugate them in the 
present tense (le présent). In this lesson, we will cover the last three groups of 
regular verbs: verbs ending in -IR, -RE, and -OIR. 

* The group of -IR verbs can be divided into 3 smaller groups. We will 
name these groups after a verb (instead of using vague terms like 2A, 2B, 
2C). Below is an overview: 

1. ouvrir1 (to open)

j’ouvr-e 

tu ouvr-es

il ouvr-e

nous ouvr-ons

vous ouvr-ez

ils ouvr-ent

______
1 Are conjugated according 
to this model : découvrir 
(to discover), cueillir (to 
pick), rouvrir (to reopen), 
offrir (to offer), souffrir 
(to suffer from (a 
disease)). Only these 
verbs; make sure to 
memorize this list. 

2. sortir2 (to leave, to go 
out)

je sor-s

tu sor-s

il sor-t

nous sort-ons

vous sort-ez

ils sort-ent

________
2 Are conjugated according to 
this model : partir (to leave), 
mentir (to lie), servir (to 
serve), sentir (to feel), 
dormir (to sleep). Only these 
verbs; make sure to memorize 
this list.

3.finir (to end)

je fini-s

tu fini-s

il fini-t

nous finiss-ons

vous finiss-ez

ils finiss-ent 

_________
3 If your -IR verb is 
not conjugated like 
ouvrir or sortir, you 
can almost be sure it is 
conjugated like finir. 

Some remarks about -IR verbs: 

- The ouvrir and sortir groups are small groups, meaning only a very 
limited number of verbs are conjugated in this way. There's nothing else 
to do but memorize them... If an -IR verb doesn't appear in the first two 
groups (see the list in the footnotes!) and is not irregular, it must be 
conjugated like the verb finir. 



- With the verb ouvrir, you notice that the stem (ouvr-) remains the same 
in all persons; this makes it an easy task to study! Moreover, these are 
the same endings as for -ER verbs. What more could you wish for... 

- With the verbs sortir and finir, we see that the stem for the je/tu/il 
forms is different from the stem for the nous/vous/ils forms. Moreover, 
we see that the endings in the singular are different from those of 
ouvrir. In the singular, we have {s, s, t}, but in the plural {ons, ez, 
ent}, just like with ouvrir.  

*The -RE verbs can be divided into four main groups: 

1.Répondre  1   (to answer)

je répond-s

tu répond-s

il répond4 

nous répond-ons 

vous répond-ez

ils répond-ent

___________
1 Are conjugated according 
to this model : all words 
ending in : « -ondre » 
(such as répondre ), « -
endre » (such as entendre), 
« -andre » (such as 
répandre)

2.Craindre  2   (to fear)

je crain- s

tu crain- s

il crain- t

nous craign- ons 

vous craign- ez

ils craign- ent

_____________
2 Are conjugated according 
to craindre : all verbs 
ending in « -indre » (such 
as éteindre, teindre, 
joindre,...)

3.Connaitre  3   (to know)

je connai-s

tu connai-s

il connai- t

nous conaiss- ons

vous conaiss- ez

ils connaiss- ent

___________
3 Are conjugated according 
to connaître : all verbs 
ending in «-aitre » (such 
as reconnaître, naitre, 
méconnaitre...)

4. conduire  4   (to drive, to ride)

je conduis- s

tu condui- s

il condui- t

nous conduis- ons

vous conduis- ez

ils conduis- ent 

_________
4. Are conjugated according to « conduire » : all verbs ending in « -uire » such as 
« produire, cuire, séduire »



Some remarks about -RE verbs: 

- With répondre, the il form does not take an ending; the verb form is 
simply the stem (répond-) which remains the same in all persons. Don’t 
forget that verbs ending in “-endre” or “-andre” also fall into this 
category. Take, for example, entendre (to hear), and we get: 

      → j’entend- s, tu entend- s, il entend, nous entend- ons, vous entend- ez, 

        ils entend- ent

- The verbs ending in “-indre” are a bigger challenge because, again, we 
have to deal with two stems. For craindre (to fear), this means crain- in 
the singular and craign- in the plural. Be sure to practice the 
pronunciation of this type of verb with your teacher.

- The verbs ending in “-aitre” also have two stems. For connaître (to 
know), this gives connai- in the singular and connaiss- in the plural.

- The same story for the verbs ending in “-uire”. Conduire (to drive) has 
condui- as the stem for the singular and conduis- for the plural. And the 
endings are no longer a surprise: {s, s, t} for the singular and {ons, 
ez, ent} for the plural.

*The verbs ending in -OIR will be the biggest challenge :

Recevoir1 (to 
receive)

je reçoi- s

tu reçoi- s

il reçoi- t

nous recev- ons

vous recev- ez

ils reçoiv- ent

__________
1 A real nightmare for a 

student: this verb has no 

less than three different 

stems: reçoi- / recev- / 

reçoiv- ! Are conjugated 

like recevoir: all verbs 

that end in “-cevoir”. 



The verb recevoir has three different stems: the singular uses one stem, 
namely reçoi-, to which you can add the usual endings {s, s, t}. The 
plural uses the stem recev- for the nous and vous forms, but for the ils 
forms, reçoiv- is used.

We have now reached the point where you have seen all the regular 
conjugations of French verbs. Congratulations!


