
7.  GRAMMAR: The verb 'avoir' and some fixed expressions 

The verb avoir is normally translated into English as ‘to have’, in the 
sense of possession, and is usually followed by a noun phrase. Below are 
the conjugation and some examples: 

Avoir (to have)

j’ ai [I have]

tu as [you have]

il a [he has]

nous avons [we have]

vous avez [you have]

ils ont [they have]

Some examples :

  - J’ai une voiture bleue [I have a blue car]
  - Tu as des enfants ? [Do you have children?]
  - Il a un vélo. [He has a bike.]

- How is the verb avoir used ? 

* First and foremost, avoir expresses possession (in a broad sense) and 
is therefore often translated into English as to have: 

    -Il a une Porsche = He has (owns) a Porsche.

    -Marie et Luc ont deux enfants = Marie and Luc have two children.. 

    -Nous avons une profession intéressante = We have an interesting
                                              profession. 

* Avoir is also used to express age: :

- Elle a 20 ans = She is 20 years old. 

  Pay close attention to the difference with English and never say 'elle 
est 20 ans' in French, but always use avoir! 



*The verb avoir is also often used with a noun without an article, and 
the combination of both is then considered a fixed expression. Below is a 
brief overview; memorize these well! 

-avoir chaud : to feel hot

-avoir froid : to feel cold

-avoir faim : to be hungry

-avoir soif : to be thirsty

-avoir sommeil : to be sleepy

-avoir peur (de tests) : to be 
afraid of (tests)

-avoir envie1 (de frites) : to 
feel like (having fries)

-avoir besoin2 (d’une cigarette) : 
to need a cigarette

-avoir mal (à la tête / au 
genou…) : to have pain (in the 
head / in the knee)

-avoir lieu (bv : la réunion a 
lieu de 3 novembre) : to take 
place

__________
1,2 These expressions can also be 
followed by an infinitive : J’ai envie 
de dormir / de manger un peu / de rentrer 
à la maison . J’ai besoin de connaître la 
vérité / de voir mes parents / de parler 
à mes amis. Make sure to study this usage 
as well! 

* The verb avoir also appears in the expression   il y a  . This expression 
is translated into English as 'there is / there are…' : 

   - Il y a une lettre sur la table. > There is a letter on the table. 
   - Il y a des lettres sur la table / There are letters on the table. 
   - Il y a deux possibilités. / There are two possibilities.

Note that in English, singular and plural are used (there is a book on 
the table / there are books on the table), whereas in French, it is 
always singular (il y a un livre sur la table / il y a des livres sur la 
table). 


